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To be Continued Tuespays and Fribayé. 





Omnibus hoc VitTium ef CANTORIBUS 
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ITALIAN Singers have the fame DEFECT. 
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AM extremely delighted, tho’ for 
another. Reafon than the fathion- 
able Part of this great Town, at 
the vaft Superiority which the 
laft-imported S& M1v1R_ has over 
the reft of his mutilated Brethren, 

_ ™* fince I begin to conceive ftrong 
Hopes, that cur Exglifb Ears will be fo refined, that 
they ‘will no longer be .able to relifh any Sounds but 
thofe that come modulated thro’ Signor Farinelli’s 
Quail-pipe ; the Confequence of which will, I flat- 
ter myfelf, be, a gerieral*Difcouragement of the 
whole Band of foreigz Choriftcrs, and the Downfal 
of Opera’s. ’ 
~ Tam fenfible I fhall create myfelf a great Num- 
ber of Enemies among the Fair Sex (whofe Friend- 
fhip I would preferve at the Expence of any thing 
but the Duty I owe them) by fo unpolite a Pre- 
diction ; but as I am determined to keep up to my. 
Character, myfelf; and to endeavour to fet them 
right in their Parts, by prompting them apropos, 
and giving the Word, { fhali not fear difobliging 
them for a while, being well affured, that, when 
they return to themfelves, they'll thank me for my 
early and falutary Care: I fhall therefore, (to bor- 
row a Word of a very venerable and ancient Fra- 
ternity, analogous to my Name) endeavour, in this 
Paper, to raife a Dw, which at lait may, I hope, 
poflibly get down the Throats of the Singers, and 
choak their Voices. 

PuBLIick Spectacles are, by their very Effence, 
ealculated to reform the Abufes that creep into So- 
ciety; to laugh at the Follies of the po/tte, as well 
as the dower Clafs of People; to inftruct, by draw- 
ing Characters ta be imitated,-or avoided, which 
Inftru@tion is convey’d to the Spectator by a View 
of the Incotivenienciés thar attend the laft, and the 
Happinels that is the natural Refult of the firft ; 
or, finally, to move the Paffions by fuch Images as 
and in the Mind Terror and Compaffion, Grief 
and Foy. 

. Now, let the moft zealous Lover of Opera’s 
amongft my pretty Country-women, ask _herfelf, 
If Opera’s conduce to. any one. of thefe Ends? The’ 
Correction of Abufes, the Laughing at Follies, the 
pourtraying of Charatters, for Imitation, or as a 





a 


Lawd-mark, are excluded the Pale ; and I much’ 


queftion if Farine/li, or any of the Vocalifts, can either 
fhove Terror or Compaffion in a Lady’s Breaft tar 


soenades 


the Perfons they reprefentr. I except Signor Mon- 
tanana, whole formidable Pipe may excie Terror 
in the moft Intrepid. As to Grief, and Foy, which 
in Opera’s are folély confin’d to the Happiness or 
Diftreffes of Lovers, How can Signor Farine/li, or 
any of his Stamp, convey into the Breaits of his 
fair .duditors, thofe foft Paflions which alone’ cat 
raife the texder Sentiments requifite in this Cafe,” 
fince *tis impoflible to fuppofe he can feel theth 
within himfelf ?, And the Obfervation is too trite, 
viz. That to meve, one mult <o For my part, wheh 
I fee a Conqueror of the World, an Alexander ; 
a Coriolanus as rugged asa Lyon, a Fulius Cefar; 
an Otho ; a General of an Army reprefented by the’ 
f{queaking Shadow of a Man, or traveftied Woman3 
the Indignation, as well.as Ridicule, that it excites 
in me, is fo ftrong, that my Ears. grow pajfively 
admiffive, and what, by ftromg mafterly tragick 
Scenes, would hurry my Paffions, like a troubled 
Sea, and make me fhare in every DiftrefS, has now 
a quite contrary Effect, and defttoys one of thé 
nobleft Powers of the human Mind, wz. 4 Fe//ow- 
feeling with the reft of Mankind, in their Happineft 
and Mifery. ae: 
_ As we are apt to judge of;others by ourfelves, 
and I conclude, the thinking Part of our Opera 
Frequenters fee the Actors in my Poittt of Views 
I can’t help being inwardly concerned (if the Love 
of thefe Entertainments is to encreafe in the fame 
Proportion it has done within thefe few Years) that 
we are in danger of either — our Senfibility for 
the Paffions, or elfe, of being only mov’'d to Laugh« 
ter at them, which is ta much the fame thirig. 
I {peak this with the more Concern, as what I now 
fay arifes from my own Experience. I went fom 
time ago to the Hay-market, to hear this new kin 
of Syren. I had my Book, and my little Wax- 
Candle, according to the Method practifed in the © 
Middle-Regions there ; but the onty Ufe I made of 
either, was, to look when there was a Profpect of 
a Song, and_to wait with Impatience till then.." I 
never once turr’d the Leaves over, to fee into the 
Conduct of the Piece; nor did.my Eyes, from the 
Reprefenration, give me any confiderable Infight 
into what was doing ; tb think I obferv’d mypr-¥Q 
‘Neighbours on all Sides, round me, pretty much>y gg 
in the fame Cafe, a few Conmoiffeurs excepted, aw 
who paid due Plaudits when. the Recitative washes 
properly made, with refpe to the Muj/ick of it, but HH = 
never GPa 



























never enter’d into the Senfe couched in it, which 
feems gensrally given up even by the moft loud 
Advocates for Opera’s. 

OpER4«’s, then, are to be confider’d only with regard 
to Sound ; I hope the Diftinétion fhocks No-body.. 
The rational Part, of this publick Spectacle mutt . 
be given up, either’ becaufe they cannot be properly 
reprefented, fince they excite Ridicule, or Indigna- 
tion, inftead of becoming Sentiments ; or, becaule 
‘the Compofers have no Regard to amy thing but 
harmonious Words, that go well to Mufick. 

To confider them then with refpect to Sound, 
it muft be confefled by Ev’ry-body, that an Eu- ~ 
‘much’s Voice is an unnatural Tone, not to be ac- 

uired but by committing a Violence upon Nature; 
fom whence this juft Inference may be drawn, That 
thé Pleafure receiv’d from it, is likewife unnatural. 
Befides, when this Epicene Performer has finifhed 
his Song, and the Pleafure it caus’d begins to fub- 
fide, it is impoffible but that the Thought of the 
Auditrefs rouit, whether the will o7 no} fall on the 
dear Creator of fo much Pleafure. Now, let her be 
ever fo much upon the Watch, or ftrait-laced, 
Thought will intrude ; and it is generally obferv’d, 
that the more We endeavour not to hafbour any 
particular Thought, the more that very Thought 
will, as it were out of Malice, occur.. Involuntary 
Thoughts, indeed, carry their own Excufe along 
with them ; but then, neither the Eye, nor the Ear, 
fhould be entertained with Objeéts that may create 
them. 

M y fair Readers may, perhaps, think this is ex- 
amining too minutely, and charging them with what 
they never dream’t of, | will not conteft that Mar- 
ter with them, it being a Point of fo delicate a 
Nature, that the moft diftant Hint offers almoft an 
Indecency,to chaft Ears, and fhall therefore content 
myfelf with obferving, that the Introduction of Eu- 
nuchs upon publick Theatres, is only fit for Na- 
‘tions of corrupt, and diffolute Morals and that if 
QOpera’s cannot be» pertormed without prefenting 
fuch ftriking Figures to the Eyes of my fair Country- 
women, we had much better lofe the Pleafure we 
receive from that Species of Harmony, than have 


-have done. 


unruly Prancers of their tame Reprefentative in the 
Chariot, threw: in great Abundance on him. Ne- 
ver did Eyes, 1 thimk, {peak fo many Paflions, at 
once, as the young Lady’s. I faw Indignation and 
Concern, that a Man of Worth and Family fhould 
be going on Footy while a Wretch, whole only Me- 
rit carries along with it his Shame, fhould be fo 


encouraged, as to be enabled to keep an me 


he- was born, perhaps, to drive, of ride bebind. 
I faw Mortification and Self-Reproach at the many 
Half-Guineas fhe had contfibuted towards main- 
taining a Chariot, that had treated her Lover with 
fo little Ceremony. Modefty wou’d not permit her 
to get out of her Chair to {peak to my Friend, but 
fhe gave him a Look as fhe paft by, that exprefs’d 
ev'ry Sentiment her Mind was then agitated with, 
with f{tronger Paffion than the tendereft Words could 
The Chariot, as infenfible as its niGH 
Owner, purfued its Rovt, and my Friend and I 
retir’d into a Coffee-houfe, where [ had the Plea- 
fure, while 1 was. affifting in brufbing his Cloaths, 
to hear feveral {trong Encomiums pafs’d upon Opera’s 
and Opera-Frequenters. 


I po not-urge-this Accident, which in itfelf is x 


Trifle, as a Reafon to. induce my fair Readers to 


difcountenance Opera’s but to ftir up fome other 


Paffion in their Breafts, that might rival this 2//- 
prevailing one of Mufick. As I defpair of bringing 
them to act a right Part at once, \.fhall begin, by 


‘putting Arms into their Hands, to combat this 


dangerous Antagonift ; which I can’t do in a more 
effectual manner, than by raifing’ an Indignation 
in their Breafts avainft the Perfons of the Singers, 
that may take off from the irrefiftible Power of 
one of Farizelli’s Clofes, which I find too hard for 
ne tendereft Love-Scenes. of the beft wrote Tra- 
cay. 

THE Compafs of a Half-fheet not allowing me 
to purfue this Topick farther at prefent, I thall put 
a Rod in Soak, which I fhall take out fome time 
hence, and employ, with its imbib’d Qualities, on 
the Fundamentals ‘of this foreign Band, which I 
fhall lay bare to the Lafh of Ev’ry-body, by make- 
ing them rux the Gauntlet thro’ the whole Town. 


the Eyes, Ears, and Thoughts, of our Ladies, con-  ~ 


verfant with Figures, they .cannot well fee, bear, 
nor think of, without a Bluth. = 

I BELIEVE I need ufe no other Argument to 
induce my. fair Readers to difcourage the Perform- 
ers of this kind of Entertainment, than the follow- 
ing Accident I was Eye-witnefs to. I was coming 
down St. Fames’s-ftreet a few Days ago, and hear- 
ing a rumbling Noife behind me, turn’d my Head 
round ; I faw a magnificent Chariot, finely painted, 
and gilt, two Footmen, well drefs’d, behind, and rich 
Trappings on the Horfes, and within, ome of thefe 
Vocal Unfpecificates. | happened, at the fame point of 
Time; to meet a young Gentleman of my Acquaint- 
ance, of a middling Fortune, that was walkin up 
the Street; and I was follow’d bya young Lady 
in a Chair, to whom this Gentleman makes his 
Addreffes. ‘The gaudy Equipage drew the Eyes of 
my pretty Follower, as well as the Figwre in it; but 
they were foon call’d off, to behold the Gentleman 
fplath’d with Mud from Top to Toe, which the 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


[® anfwer to the Complaint of Mrs. Lucy Moral, 
* who is about to be facrificed to that inhuman, 
modern Cuftom, of offering up Children to MoLocr# 
in Matrimony, fhe may expect for ber Comfort, that 
due and {peedy Care will be taken, in the Courfe of 
this Paper, to do Fuftice to their endanger’d Inno- 
cence, and root up, and {weep away, from the Prac- 
tice of this generous Nation, a Proftitution more 
narrow, avd infamous, than that of our Hogarth’s 
immortaliz’d Moll Hackabout. 


Erratum in NY, V. 


Page 2. Col. 1. Line 29. for Inbabitants, r. Inhabitant. 
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